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PCSTWAR HOUSING CONDITION3 IN YUGOSLAVIA

Eng> Arch Mate EBaylon

About 370,000 rurel kousing units in Yugoslavia and sbout 100,000 in the
cities were damsged during tks war, thus reducing the total number of housing
units 4o scmething over 2,600,000 on the dsy cf liberation.” About 150,000
rural housing units were built or repaired during 1945 and 1946; the majority
of those damaged were restorsd. Most of the urban ccastruction was rebuilding.

About 20,000 housirg units in the libersted territory [former Italiar
territory/ were restored during the war.

The Five-Yesr Plan calls for the construction of 15 million square meters
cf housing.

The average living area for most unite now being built is 11.3 aquare meters,
cr cne aquare meter less than the average of the units built between the two wars.

Family dwellings now being built are smaller, on the average, than berore
the war in regard to the number of persons in each dwelling (3.15 adultas per
dwelling)s however s each dwelling has & bath or shower.

A disproportion existe between living area snd service area per person.

The average mumber of persons per unit is too high, and the welfare of the
home is endangered in units where there are more than two persons to a room, or
units vhere four or more people are without a living room.

Progress is being made in reducing the murber of housing units belng built
vith a northern exposure and increasing those with a sunny exwosure » especially
for the living rooms of the units. Progrese is alsc being msde in improving
access from room to room; reducing the average distance between bathroom and bed-
room, between the table in the kitchen ard that in the dirning room, etc. Light-
ing 1s often inadequate or excessive. BSpace assigued to the bathtub and the
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weter closet is evenly balanced now, but could he decreaned conziderably with
technical improvement, a change to central heating, and the production of
stendardized equipment. The average size of the entrance hall is 6.10 meters,
as compa- »d with 10 square meters in prewsr unita. Progress is being mede in
the correct distribution of working srace and bseic equipment in the kitchen.

The varicus services and installastions which are provided for collective
use, such as mechanical washers, dryers, hot-water supply, central heating,
collection of trash, restawrants, children®s plsygrounds, kindergartens, etc.,
are comparatively new to Tugoslavis, end are evan now not keeping pace with the
tuilding <f new hcousing. e

The building of & network of restaswrsats, more in the vicinity of factories
and enterprises than in housing areas, iz proving successful. About 70 »,000 aub-
scribera, cr about 28 percent of the working pepulaticn of FRelgrads, are being
fed in these restawrantz. TYugesiav restawrants <f this kind hsd 8 total capascity
of 700,000 gubscribers by the end of 1949. This repressnts sn incresse of 40 rer-
cent over 1948.

Yugeslavia now has about 500 chiliren's playgrounds and kindergartens to
accommodate 20,000 children, &s compared with the prewsr totel of ten playgrounds,
vhich acccmrodated ebout 100 children. )

To date, Yugoslsvia has opened 1,062 dorwitcries in which 127 2931 mgricul«
tural, middle, and professional seh:cl students are lodged.
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